Promoting Online Discussions


In a face-to-face classroom setting, we generally promote dialog by asking questions to the class.  There are different types of questions that can be asked.  We can ask questions that have a single answer (surface knowledge), or we can ask open-ended questions that promote exploration/collaboration among the students.    The latter generally leads to deeper understanding of the topic being discussed.

Online discussions can be similar, yet different.  We have to have a strategy to promote effective online discussions.  How do we promote effective online discussions?  The purpose of this assignment is to explore that question.  You will answer the following questions:

1. Are there different purposes for online discussions?  Name a few.

2. Are there different techniques for online discussions?  Name a few.

3. What is/are the different role(s) of the instructor in an online discussion?

4. Are there guidelines for online discussions?  Give examples.

5. What is a rubric for online discussions?  Give examples.

6. How can you assess online discussion participation?

Finding the Answers to the Questions

Do a search on the Web using a search engine like http://www.google.com/ Use the terms in the questions above to do the search.  For example:

1. Purpose of online discussions

2. Techniques for online discussions

3. Instructor roles in online discussions

4. Guidelines for online discussions

5. Rubric for online discussions

6. Assessment of online discussions

7. Anything else you can think of to find the answers

Assignment

For each question, you will summarize your findings in one or two paragraphs, though you may submit as much information as you like.  Provide the source or a link to where you found the information.  Your summary should include examples when appropriate.  This does not have to be an all-inclusive, definitive report.  I simply want to see that you are able to locate resources about promoting online discussions.

Instructions

1. Do your searches and collect/compile your information.

2. Type your report in a Word document by stating the question, and then answer it in your own words; give sources of information (links)

3. Save the file using the following file-naming convention:

· First-name_last-name_online_discussion_assignment.doc

4. Upload the file back to assignment area named Online Discussion Assignment.

5. I will eventually make all reports available to all students in the class.

6. You have one week to complete the assignment.
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